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 With the new year we are looking to some exciting times ahead for Kooloora. 
Late last year we received some much needed funding from the Community 
Building Partnership - a NSW state government initiative for improving the com-
munity infrastructure. Kooloora was granted the funds necessary to renovate our 
two main toilets that are accessible to all Kooloora visitors. The good news was 
delivered by Michael Daley MP and Dylan Parker - Randwick City Mayor. The ren-
ovation is expected to start in April and to ϐinish in 3-4 weeks.  
  Kooloora Community Centre acknowledges the ϐinancial and in kind support 
provided by Randwick City Council across many services  provided to the com-
munity. 
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We said goodbye to Maddy on the 6th of March. She has been 
with us since late Nov 2021, but could not conƟnue with Kooloora 
playgroup due to other commitments. We wish Maddy all the best 
and we hope to see her again in the future.  

Kooloora Supported Playgroup is going strong again this year.  

The King and Queen of Greens paid us a visit on 8th of March and 
taught us how to take care of Mother Earth.  It was a fun show for 
our young ones where they were able to learn through play and 
fun acƟviƟes. We are hoping to see the King and the Queen again 
soon. 

Some more good news for our playgroup parents too: Kooloora is 
planning to do a full renovaƟon of our toilets/restrooms in April/
May. We are sure that this will be welcomed by all Kooloora visi-
tors and parƟcularly so by the parents/carers with young children. 

NSW EducaƟon Parent App  
If you are looking for a way to stay in touch with 
the latest news, and get emergency updates from 
your child's school it might be a good idea to 
download the NSW EducaƟon Parent App if you 
haven't already.  
 
This app allows parents and carers to receive a 
push noƟficaƟon from schools to their phones to 
ensure they do not miss any important news. This 
allows a seamless communicaƟon between the 
school and the community and causes informaƟon 
to be available to you whenever you want it.   
 

Source: hƩps://educaƟon.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-
digital-strategy/projects-and-iniƟaƟves/nsw-educaƟon-parent-app 
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For VacaƟon Care bookings, please send an email to koolooravacaƟon@outlook.com . If you have missed out 
on the excursions or any Vac Care days, please send us an email so you can be placed on waitlist.  

 

Reminder that the centre is closed during VacaƟon Care. We will reopen on Monday,  24th of April.  
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We had a water gun fight in a really hot hot 
day.  The day finished with no casualƟes. Ex-
cept for the wet clothes.  

We welcome our new volunteer, Van, to kids 
Zone. Van will be helping Fely in the kitchen 
to prepare our lovely dinner every Monday 
night for the children.  

We’re sad to say goodbye to our regular Kids 
Zone boys, Andrei and Dmitrii, as they move 
out of the area. It has been fun seeing them 
grow into the bright boys that they are. We 
hope to see them again in the future! We will 
miss you, Andre and Dmitrii! 

NSW Vouchers and Support to expire in 
June 2023 

Friendly reminder to all parents who are using the NSW vouchers that they are 
expiring by June 2023. This includes the First Lap , AcƟve Kids, CreaƟve Kids, 
Back to School NSW Vouchers, and Before And AŌer School Care vouchers. 
Make sure you use them before then to avoid missing out. Expired vouchers 
will no longer be accepted aŌer the date.  



  

 

 
 
 
 

English	Class	at	Kooloora 
 

This articles ties in well with the article above. 
The connection being our new English class 
Lyn Maidment. Lyn has kindly offered to volun-
teer to run our Conversational English class 
every Tuesday. The students got e great teach-
er and a new bond is already being forged. 

Our  English class is free for everyone. If you 
are interested to participate please don’t hesi-
tate to get in touch on 9661 9160. 

Exercise	Classes	at	Kooloora 
At the end of last year we sad goodbye to our 
Gentle Exercises fitness instructor Lyn Maidment. 
Lyn has been running the exercises for over 20 
years at Kooloora and her departure as an em-
ployee was an emoƟonal Ɵme for everyone. Luck-
ily it doesn’t end there. Lyn is sƟll a part of 
Kooloora, only this Ɵme as a volunteer teacher 
for our ConversaƟonal English Classes. And she is 
a living proof that once you check in at Kooloora, 
you can never leave. For all the good reasons of 
course. 

Our new fitness instructor is Natalie. Natalie brings her vast fitness experience to the fitness 
classes, starƟng this year’s classes with great enthusiasm and great success. The number of par-
Ɵcipants is back to pre-covid Ɵmes and things are looking good.  

Kooloora Exercise for Seniors and Gentle Exercises classes are run in partnership with AIM for 
Fitness from Prince of Wales hospital in Randwick. If you are interested to join the class, please 
call AIM on 9382 8131.  

 
 
 
 

Energy	Accounts	 
Payments	Assistance 

 

A friendly reminder to everyone that we are 
back to assisting clients face to face at 
Kooloora Community Centre. Please bring 
your most recent bill at Kooloora on Tuesdays 
between 10:00am - 2:30pm during school 
terms. Please refer to our website 
www.kooloora.org for other information re-
garding the Energy Accounts Payments As-
sistance.  
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The Woodturners at the Prince Henry Hospital  
Nursing and Medical Museum  

  

As part of the 2023 NSW Seniors FesƟval 
Week, our Woodturners set up a beauƟful 
stall at the the former Prince Henry Hospi-
tal. The day included a guided tour of 
‘Spare Parts’, an exhibiƟon about the histo-
ry of surgery, art, music, tai chi, salsa and 
aerobic demonstraƟons. There were kids 
acƟviƟes, a sausage sizzle, psychic readings 
and the day was great! Thank you to Geoff, 
Mario, Antonio and Charles for repre-
senƟng the Woodturners and Kooloora. 

Cuddle Bundles: Making a Difference 
On 22 February 2023, the NCJWA NSW Cuddle Bundles program held their Centenary event “Making A 
Difference”. We had the pleasure to aƩend their celebraƟon of the great impact they make in the com-

munity.  

Over the years, Cuddle Bundles has been our partner at Kooloora in providing a mix of pre-loved and new 
essenƟal items to parents in the local community who are in need. Motherhood can be overwhelming 

and can be too much for a first Ɵme mum. But with the help of Cuddle Bundles, we were able to alleviate 
some of the financial and emoƟonal burden of being a parent.  

Cuddle Bundles not only helps mums locally, but overseas as well reaching families as far as possible, 
from bushfires to floods in NSW, to First NaƟons communiƟes in the Northern Territory, all the way to 

India, Nepal and South Africa, Turkey and Syria.  

If you know any new parents struggling, escaping domesƟc violence, new refugees, suffering from pov-
erty or mental illness, or anyone who needs a hand in providing for their babies, please let us know. Our 

friends from Cuddle bundles are always available to help.  
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Randwick Council launches new soft  
plastics recycling service 

 
Randwick City residents can once again recycle soft plastics with Randwick Council en-
tering into a new partnership with a local recycler, Mayor Dylan Parker announced today. 

Under the partnership, Randwick City residents can drop off their soft plastics at the 
Randwick Recycling Centre in Matraville beginning immediately. 

The plastic is then collected by a company called Plasmar, taken to their recycling facility 
where it is pelletised and recycled into practical products like wheel stops, posts and bol-
lards. 

Council has also agreed to buy back these products as a trial for local use, meaning plastics recycled locally 
will be given a new lease on life in the place they were originally collected. 

“This is a great example of local government taking the lead and providing a local solution to a national prob-
lem,” Mayor Dylan Parker said. 

“When RedCycle stopped collecting soft plastics across the country last year, it created a huge problem and 
has resulted in increased waste in people’s red bins and more material going to landfill. 

“I’m very pleased we’ve been able to find a solution and to help our residents do the right thing by the environ-
ment. 

“Hopefully a program like this might be able to be expanded for use in other council areas and across the state 
as our country tackles the challenging issue of soft plastic recycling. 

Residents can drop their soft plastics off at the Randwick Recycling Centre beginning immediately. 

The Randwick Recycling Centre is located at 72 Perry Street, in Matraville. It is open Monday – Friday 
from 6am – 2:45pm and on the first Saturday of every month from 7:30am – 2pm. 

 

Source: randwick.nsw.gov.au 

FOGO changes from 2023 - it’s just for food scraps and garden 
clippings 

The following are items that can no longer go in the FOGO bin: 
· Fibre-based materials, such as bamboo, timber or cardboard packaging and cutlery, paper 
towels and serviettes. These materials often contain additives to increase water resistance and can also 
include polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) which may cause human and environmental harm if they enter 
the food chain. 
 
· Compostable or biodegradable plastic products or bags. New research shows that compostable 
plastic may not breakdown quickly and could negatively impact the production of a high quality and safe 
compost product. Note: FOGO kitchen caddy liners that comply with Australian Standard AS 4736-2006 
may still be used. These are the certified compostable green bags supplied free of charge by Council. 

Pet poo and poo bags. Studies show that pathogens in pet waste are not always killed at composting 
facilities. To protect human health, pet waste is no longer able to be put in the FOGO bin and should be 

placed in the red landfill bin instead. 
 

Source: hƩps://www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/about-us/news/news-items/2022/december/fogo-changes-from-2023-its-just-for-food-scraps-
and-garden-clippings 


